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I it prcammon, when a restauraber
recites his past, 1o hear no stories about
"g."c-u.'.'in-:_r:..'u in the incustry, wasiang dishes
at age n."” The chronicle of josh Loeb's
IJ:-.:n,':-up- to his I'|I.W|:_-' opereed Bustic Canyon
Restaurant in Santa Morsca reflacts this ax-
caption to ke rule

“| marorr weorkoed o day ina restavrant,” he
tells TASTING Panel, The 3i-year ald discoy

ered his laleni by chande, a devabion Lo
I:'-r.nn:_:lnr_; people together over the celelsra-
tign of fooed and wine.

Five YEars ago, Loeh foumnd hamaed at a searmy
L.A. bar, bored and aut of ot *1 wanted
[14] I-._'_||_|*{' ot wihat | shoubd be doing with
my life. The only thing that poppeed in my
head was inviting a bunch of frends o my
mouse for brumch,”

| tasted wine three times a week, and also watched how
Bruce ran the business side. And, because it was Capo
[a top L.A. dining spot], suppliers would only bring me

the best labels.
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LESS THAN SIX
MONTHS OLD,

THIS SANTA MONICA
WINE BAR & BISTRO
MORPHED FROM THE
ART OF THE HOME
DINNER PARTY

By Meridith May

it was his love of entertaining=—in the farm
of cooking, chioosin q the wing, setting the
table and even Arranging T flasral cenler
plece for the table—that set Lot on his
current path

Thie Las Angeles native realized that throw
ing hame dinner parties was fullilling. He
began scheduling 2-person manthy
“Events, wnting and sending oul three
course menus. The first 12 people 1o re
spond gladly pakd $25 for the cpportunity,
His email list grew and so did the buzz on
bt B artistry.

Real Experience

“Ky passion far these dinners elevabed Lo
the point of acknowladging | wanted my
own restaurant,” admats Loet, He soughit
out gn-premise jobs, tram host U9 server
fo wine bar MAnager, But it was through
thee wiimie program at Capa, under the tu-
telage of co-Owner Bruce Marder, that
Loeb got his chops,

" gasted wing three tirmes & wetk, and alzo
watched howe Brudé rad thé Buiiness e
And, because it was Capo |a top LA dineng
spot], suppliers would only Being me the
best labels.”

Namesake

Rustic Canyon |5 an aopen, ainy wine bar
and bistre on Wilihire Boulevard, It i
narmed after the cozy neighbarhood in the
Samta kMomca Mounians whene he grew
up and continues to be the lovely home
wihere has parents ressde.



