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A HAMBURGER TODAY

BURGERS. WITH HETCHUP, MUSTARD — AND oPINION.

Grilled: Evan Funke, Chef at Rustic Canyon in Santa Monica

Evan Funke
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Location: Los Angeles, CA

restaurant, griddles are the champion.

And how would you like that done, sir? Rare to medium rare.

'Would you do us the favor of describing your perfect burger? 8 ounces of Prime Black Angus: 80/20 mix, medium/large|
grind, mid-rare, potato bun, pickles, grilled onions, sharp cheddar touch of mustard, touch of ketchup.

The hamburger is a food item with which most Americans have strong childhood associations. Do you remember your earliest]
encounter with this delicious dish? I'm sure in some far recess of my mind there is the very first encounter of a hamburge
but i cant remember. Then again | cant remember the first breath | took either.

'What's your favorite fast-food burger?This is probably burger blasphemy, but... a McDonald's cheeseburger. It rings true in

my childhood memory. Yes, I'm guilty.

'What topping or condiment, in your opinion, should never grace a burger? Kimchi, kiwi, cranberry sauce, seaweed.... the lis
[What's the most unusual burger you've ever eaten? (Or most unusual burger experience you've had?) I'm a straight shooter,
Unusual burgers | don't do.

'What's the most overrated burger you've tried? Most underrated? That question can make enemies. No comment.

As a chef who inherited the burger offering on the menu, how did you feel about having to work with it and how did you
approach making it your own?At first | didn't want a burger on the menu. That was short lived. | tried many different]
approaches: condiments, cooking techniques, etc. It's still evolving. Just recently, | changed the cheese from Gruyere to

sharp Cheddar. It's cleaner; more American. Next, we'll start making our own brioche buns. It's a labor of love.
'What are some cooking tips you can offer when preparing a burger? Buy the best beef possible. Grind it fresh and use if]

goes a long way.Godspeed. Eat burgers.



